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while the latter is notable chiefly for its lignite and clay. The minerals
of these regions thus contribute little to the active and progressive
populations which inhabit them.

The richest mineral portion of the continent lies along the southern
edge of the European plain, where the young strata of that region
me&et the old rocks of the Armorican Fold. In this long bell extending
from the British Isles to southern Russia, iron ore and excellent coal
are found in close proximity, and it is little wonder that it has become
the greatest mining and metallurgical district in the world. It has
important minerals in addition to its iron and coal The great potash ,
deposits of Staszfurt, the rich lead and zinc ores of Silesia, and the
manganese of the Dniepr Basin lie within its borders. It is truly a
region destined by nature to become the industrial backbone of the
continent.

South of this central belt a wide variety of minerals occur along
the edges of the Armorican remnants and along the borders of the
Alpine Fold. Here are to be found the bauxite of France and 11 unwary,
and the pyrite, arsenic, china clay, iron ore and coal of central and
southern France. Here also occur the graphite deposits of Czecho-
slovakia, Austria and Germany; the iron ore and magnesite of Austria
and Slovakia, and the petroleum of Poland and Rumania. These and
numerous other minerals are found in commercial quantities, and have
favored the development of a wide variety of industries. I lowever, the
deposits are less concentrated, and iron and coal are less abundant than
in the central belt. Consequently, this region lacks the high degree of
industrialization and the great economic importance of its northern
neighbor.

The mountains of the Alpine Fold contain few minerals, although
around their base occur such valuable products as the manganese of
Georgia and the mercury of northern Italy. The three great Mediter-
ranean peninsulas to the south are blessed with an unusual variety of
minerals. This is especially true of the Iberian Peninsula, which con-
tains a greater variety of mineral wealth than any area of equal size
on the continent Spain is an important producer of iron and coal, and
leads the continent in the mining of copper, lead and pyrite, while it
ranks high in the production of zinc, mercury, manganese and antimo-
ny. Nearby Portugal is the continent's leading producer of tungsten,
Italy is less well endowed with minerals than its neighboring peninsulas,
and is especially handicapped by the lack of iron and coal However, it
leads all European countries in the production of sulphur and mer-
cury, and is an important producer of bauxite, zinc, graphite and talc,